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Today, this ice industry is celebrated in the on-site Park museum.  At the same time, mill village 
structures are still inhabited, a cemetery from the ice industry era can be seen on the hilltop, and 
remnants of the ice industry machinery are scattered along the river front.   
 
A proposed terminal within the Park for ferry service to Manhattan required a cultural resources 
evaluation.  Historical Perspectives, Inc. (HPI) conducted the research to establish a baseline of the 
type, extent and significance of any cultural resources which may be present in the Rockland Lake 
State Park Site, particularly in the waterfront areas designated for parking facilities.  To complete this 
study a variety of primary and secondary resources were consulted, interviews were conducted, and a 
site inspection and photo documentation was completed.  The collected and synthesized data 
became a critical part of an alternatives analysis for site selection for the terminal.  

Camp Columbia, the former engineering field school of Columbia University, is now owned by the 
State of Connecticut and managed by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  When 
the DEP obtained guardianship of the 600 acre parcel in Morris and Bethlehem, Connecticut, it 
provided them with an opportunity to develop a comprehensive management plan to celebrate the 
camp’s history and guide future use.  Historical Perspectives, Inc. (HPI) was engaged to assist the 
Connecticut DEP on suitable public use, the disposition of extant structures, and recommend an 
appropriate designation for the property that would both represent its public purpose and reflect its 
renowned past. 
 
Camp Columbia was operated as an engineering field school by Columbia University from 1891 
until the late twentieth century.  The presence of the university and its students greatly affected the 
town of Morris during that time, and its residents continue to feel a strong connection to the site.  
Much less understood is the history of the land prior to the arrival of Columbia University, which 
includes a century of settlement and farming, and probable precontact occupation by Native 
Americans.  HPI’s assessment of the standing structures and archaeological sensitivity of the site, 
and assistance in the preparation of a strategic management plan, served to facilitate preserving the 
camp’s rich cultural history. 


