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Today, this ice industry is celebrated in the on-site Park museum.  At the same time, mill village 
structures are still inhabited, a cemetery from the ice industry era can be seen on the hilltop, and 
remnants of the ice industry machinery are scattered along the river front.   
 
A proposed terminal within the Park for ferry service to Manhattan required a cultural resources 
evaluation.  Historical Perspectives, Inc. (HPI) conducted the research to establish a baseline of the 
type, extent and significance of any cultural resources which may be present in the Rockland Lake 
State Park Site, particularly in the waterfront areas designated for parking facilities.  To complete this 
study a variety of primary and secondary resources were consulted, interviews were conducted, and a 
site inspection and photo documentation was completed.  The collected and synthesized data 
became a critical part of an alternatives analysis for site selection for the terminal.  

The majestic Fort Trumbull has stood guarding the inlet of the Thames River for over 200 years.  
The U.S. Navy’s de-accessioning of this critical military complex provided Historical Perspectives, 
Inc. (HPI) with an opportunity to complete the documentary study and field testing necessary to 
comply with mitigation measures mandated by the Navy’s Historical and Architectural Resource 
Protection Plan.   HPI conducted the research, wrote, and completed the first draft of the 
production design for the 56-page public document on historic Fort Trumbull.  Fort Trumbull: 
Ramparts, Subs, and Sonar, funded in conjunction with the Connecticut Department of Economic and 
Community Development, was published as part of the transfer of the property to the Connecticut 
Department of Parks.  This 50-plus page booklet now serves as a major tool for the Parks 
Department as they open the nineteenth century fort for tours and recreational activities. 
 
Legends and rumors about the activities at the fort over the last two centuries have been rife.  
Specialized and detailed research was required in order to verify and interpret local legends.  This 
included investigating purported subterranean escape routes that were thought to extend into the 
harbor.  In the twentieth century the fort became the site of the Naval Testing Laboratory, where an 
anti-submarine research program was enacted.  As part of the research on the fort, a comprehensive 
field survey was completed, and interviews were undertaken with retired sonar experts that worked 
on the first submarine detection equipment in the field from these guarded testing laboratories. 
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